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My  Lord, 

importance  of  the  fubjeft  oc- 
^  f  vj^,  cafioning  this  cOrrelpondence,  be- 
k.  at  %jt  ing  in  fome  meafure  fufficient  to 
plead  for  the  boldnefs  of  this  addrefs,  with 


one  of  your  Lordlhip’s  temper  and  ability, 
I  dial],  without  any  further  apology,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  what  is  principally  intended,  a  re- 
monitrance  upon  the  fcheme  of  lending  a 
part  of  our  land-forces  to  Portugal* 

*  ^ 

What  information,  your  Lordlhip,  or  the 
ether  fervants,  about  the  perfon  of  the  King, 
may  liave  received,  concerning  the  defigns 
of.  Spain,  upon  the  Portuguefe,  fure  ‘there 


\ 


is  not  any  that  conk!  juftify  fo  uncommon 
a  ftep  as  that  of  fending  troops  to  a  coun¬ 
ty  in  order  to  prevent  a  rupture,  efpe- 
daily  at  a  time  when  the  Spanifh  Ambaf- 
fador  *  at  the  court  of  Lilbon,  had,  in  the 
name  of  his  Matter  folemnly  renounced  all 
claims  upon  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  or 

any  °*  *ts  appendages ;  and  that  upon  the 
other  hand,  his  moft  faithful  Majefty  had 
openly  declaicd  his  fixed  relolution  to  main- 
tain  the  ftridett  neutrality :  nor  does  it  ap¬ 
pear,  that  previous  to  the  order  for  fending 
troops  thither,  any  aftual  hoftilities  were 
committed  between  the  Spaniards  and  them. 
No  Nation  goes  to  war  with  another  without 
fhft  endeavouring  to  fecure  themfelves  on 
the  fide  of  their  neighbours,  and  particu¬ 
larly  from  any  annoyance  that  may  be  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Crown  mott  contiguous  to  them. 

The  court  of  Madrid  could  not  be  blamed 
for  being  anxious  about  the  part,  which  that 
of  Li  (bon  was  to  take,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 
with  Great-Britain.  In  the  memorial  pre- 
fented  by  the  Spanifh  Ambaffador,  there  is  no 

air  of  haughtinefs,  no  offence  to  dignity, 

-  ✓ 

*  See  the  Declaration  on  the  9th  of  March,  1762. 
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no  infult  or  arrogance  ;  and  if  the  fpirited- 
nefs  of  a  declaration  be  blameable,  that 
from  the  court  of  Lilbon,  was  much  more 
Ipirited  than  that  from  the  court  of  Madrid; 
when  his  moft  faithful  Majefty  declares, 
That  he  had  no  caufe  of  quarrel,  either 
with  Spain,  or  with  England,  and  there- 
“  fore  intended  to  preferve  a  ftrift  neutra- 
“  lity;  that  his  ports  would  be  open  both  to 
Englilli  and  Spanifh  fhips,  provided,  they 
conformed  to  the  proper  laws  and  cuf* 
toms :  but,  that  if  either  power,  attempt- 
ed  to  encroach  on  his  rights  of  fovereign- 
“  ty,  by  obliging  him  to  depart  from  the 
neutrality  he  would  wifh  to  preferve,  he 
“  fhould  repel,  force  by  force,  and  appeal  to 
“  all  Europe  for  the  injuftice  that  was  done 


Ci, 
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him”. 


My  Lord,  ’tis  juftly  obferved  by  a  wife 
ftatefman,  that  a  paper  war,  is  not  deadly, 
and  feldom  or  never  after  the  exchange  of 
two  or  three  broadfides  this  way,  do  they 
proceed  to  try  their  (kill  at  other  weapons, 
unlefs  enticed  to  it,  as  in  the  cafe  before  us, 
for  the  natural  enemies  of  Great-Britain  have 

B  2  kept 
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kept  invariably  in  their  eye,  a  grand  and 
principal  object :  To  involve  her  in  a  war 
upon  the  continent,  well  knowing,  that  if 
fte  only  exert  her  ftrength  in  the' natural 
way,  there  is  no  Handing  before  her. 

lt  Wil1’  “y  Lord>  ^  found  upon  exa¬ 
mination,  that  the  court  of  Spain  did  not 

Jerioufly  think  of  attacking  Portugal,  until 
the  language  of  the  Britiih  court  was  told 
at  the  Efcunal ;  and,  who  can  blame  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  King,  for  doing  every  thing  to  diftrefs 
a  power,  with  whom  he  was  at  war.  The 
bufinefs  of  the  Spaniard  is  to  involve  Britain 
m  a  land  war;  but,  it  was  the  bufinefs  and 
interefi  of  Great-Britain  to  avoid  it. 


v 

’  $  >  3. 


fW 


Tis^  a  faying,  my  Lord,  of  the  higheft 
authority,  to  beware  of  being  Righteous 
overmuch,  a  wholefome  advice  indeed,  with 
regard  to  individuals,  but  much  more  to 
Rates  and  kingdoms ;  for  as  Cicero  obferves, 
A  too  fcrupulous  fulfilling  of  engagements 
° *ten  tends  to  the  detriment  and  lofs  of 
chore  who  do  rod'  The  dury  very  often 
charges  with  the  .occafion,  and  as  in  all  cafes 

we 


[  9  ] 

we  ought  to  confult  the  publick  good,  which 
is  the  veiy  balls  and  foundation  of  treaties: 
io  neither  ought  we  too  readiiy  to  fulfill  thefe 
enSaoements5  which,  in  the  completion  of 
tnem,  may  be  unprofitable  to  the  promifed, 
ana  more  hurtful  to  the  promifer,  and  at  the 
fame  time  advantageous  to  the  enemy. 

9 

Every  perfon  knows,  that  the  treaty  be¬ 
tween  Gieat  Britain  and  Portugal,  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  marriage  between  King  Charles 
Hd.  and  the  princefs  Katherine  of  Lilbon, 
wno  had  for  her  portion  300,000/.  and  the 
fort  of  Tangier.  This  required  fome  confi- 
derable  acknowledgment,  efpecially  at  a  time 
when  the  royal  family  of  Portugal,  the  houfe 
of  Braganca,  was  not  fo  firmly  eflablifhed  as 
now :  and  tho’  no  revolution  was  ever  con¬ 
certed  with  more  fecrecy,  planned  with  more 
addrefs  and  judgment,  and  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution  v/ith  more  vigour,  and  alacrity  •  yet, 
there  were  Hill  fome  malignants  amon°-  the 
Portuguefe,  And  the  King  of  Spain  washed 
every  opportunity  to  recover  that  flourifhing 
kingdom,  from  which  the  fpirited  condud  of 
the  lnhabitants  had  fo  lately  expelled  him. 

The 


[  IO  ] 


The  mofl  {anguine  advocates  for  the  reli¬ 
gious  obfervation  of  the  faith  of  Treaties* 
cannot  with  any  degree  of  juftice,  pretend 
chat  the  circumftances  now,  and  at  the  time 
of  concluding  the  treaty  between  King  Charles 

i  '  "t 

lid.  and  the  Queen  Mary  Frances  Elizabeth 
of  Savoy  Nemours,  or  between  him  and  Don 
Pedro,  who  forfaking  the  party  of  France  and 
Spain  *,  as  thefe  were  endeavouring  to  re- 
inflate  the  weak,  the  brutal  and  delirious  AT 
phonfo  on  the  throne  of  Portugal,  are  the 
fame  :  and  betide  Britain  being  at  this  very 
time  engaged  in  a  land  war,  might  eaftly  a- 
pologize  for  not  literally  fulfilling  that  part 
of  the  treaty  by  which  they  are  engaged  to 
fumiili  14,000  land  forces  to  the  Portuguese, 

f 

But,  my  Lord,  the  words  of  the  article 
kfelf  are,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  heft 
argument,  againft  fending  land  forces,  at  this 
time  into  Portugal.  It  is  further  ratified 
“  and  agreed,  between  their  moft  facred  Ma- 
C£  jeflies,  of  England  and  Portugal,  that  in 
cafe  any  attempt  fhall  be  made,  either 
fC  by  the  fubjects  of  Portugal,  or  by 
“  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  or  by 

“  any 


ct  any  other  Potentate,  to  reinftate  Don  Al- 
phonfo  in  the  fovereignty;  or  if  thefe,  or 
any  other  powers,  ftiall  attack,  the  king- 
<c  dom  of  Portugal,  then  his  moil  facred  Ma- 
<c  jefty  the  King  of  England,  fhall  endea- 
<c  vour  by  good  offices,  to  compromife  every 
difference,  and  if  fuch  friendly  efforts  prove 
“  ineffectual,  he  will  then,  and  in  that  cafe 
<c  affift  the  King  and  kingdom  of  Portugal 
<c  with  14,000  men,  and  30  men  of  war'9:  If, 
my  Lord,  yourLordfhip  will  be  pleafedto  pe~ 
rufe  the  treaty  itfelf,  either  in  the  Labn,  or 
the  Portuguefe  language,  you  will  find  the 
tranflation  to  be  juft,  and  literal  ;  which, 
being  the  cafe  ;  it  is  evident  from  the  words 
of  the  treaty,  and  indeed,  from  the  nature  of 
the  thing,  that  England  was  not  to  fend  any 
troops  to  the  affiftance  of  Portugal,  until  that 
kingdom  was  attacked  ? 

One  part  of  the  affiftance  ftipulated  to 
Portugal,  by  King  Charles  II.  King  Wil¬ 
liam  III.  and  at  the  treaty  of  Utrech,  begun 
to  be  literally  fulfilled,  on  the  very  day  of 
our  declaring  war  againft  Spain  :  The  coa.il 
of  Portugal  has  frequently  been  the  fcene 


b 


[  12  ] 

9  0 

of  a£tion,  between  the  Spanilh  and  Eno-lifh- 
fleets-,  frequently  {hips  of  war,  have  been 
blown  up  nign  the  rock  of  Lifbon,  witnefs 
the  deftruction  of  the  Dartmouth,  in  the  lafi 
w'ar,  and  the  total  overthrow  of  the  French 
fquadron  commanded  by  M.  de  Clue,  in  this  • 
lo  that  there  is  no  need  of  fending  20  fhips 
or  the  line  in  a  particular  manner  to  Lifbon, 
to  afliff  againft  Spain,  fince  the  whole  Britifa 
iNavy,  may  fooner  or  later  have  a  brufh  with 
the  Dons,  near  the  Tagus,  and  that  they  dai¬ 
ly  parade  along  the  coaft  of  Portugal. 

'  f  .***'.•  *»*  •  X  ...  ,  >  * 

^  *  "...  w-j  * 

To  interfere  in  difputes  before  it  be  abfcf- 
iutely  neceffary,  is  not  agreeable  to  true  po¬ 
licy,  and  is  contrary  to  the  peneral  o^ood 

*  .  "  *  ,  cv .  o 

which  every  treaty  ought  to  confider  as  its 
foundation  and  bafts  :  this  would  be  to  copy 
ftridlly  the  conduct  of  France,  in  refpeft  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Empire,  for  under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  guarantying  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 
the  French  army,  on  every  petty  difference 
between  the  inferior  Princes,  march  into  Ger¬ 
many,  carrying  like  Samfon’s  foxes,  fire  in 
their  tails,  and  doing  more  hurt  to  their 
friends,  than  to  their  enemies.  J 


t 

J, 
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*  »  *  ^  jr  -fc 

I  take  it  for  granted,  my  Lord,  that  noj 
Spanifh  troops  entered  the  territories  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  prior  to  the  order  given  for  a  body 
of  Britiffi  troops  to  be  tranfported  thither,  at 
leaft,  prior  to  the  17th  of  April,  the  day  when 
100  matrofies  from  the  artillery,  and  the  bag¬ 
gage,  of  the  officers  was  (hipp’d  at  the  Tow¬ 
er,  in  which  cafe,  we  have  involved  ourfelves 
►  {  *  *  %  -  * 

in  a  fecond  land  war,  and  not  only  ourfelves, 

*  U  * 

but  likewife  the  Portuguefe  :  indeed  the 
court  of  Madrid,  was  marching  her  troops 
within  a  few  leagues  of  the  frontiers  of  Por- 
tugal,  but  what  then  ?  Is  not  every  poten¬ 
tate,  nay  every  landlord,  pofieffed  of  an  e- 
liate,  at  full  liberty  to  do  what  he  pleafes 
upon  his  own  property,  and  where  can  troops 

be  better  employed  than  upon  the  frontier: 

% 

the  forces  of  Spain,  were  doing  nothing  to 
the  difadvantage  of  Portugal,  at  leaft,  not 
fuch  things,  as  might  draw  Great  Britain, 
to  be  Righteous  over  much,  to  do  more 
than  the  treaty  required,  or  to  fend  forces 
into  Portugal  before  that  kingdom  was  actu¬ 
ally  attacked ;  no  manifeftos  had  been  pub¬ 
lished  againft  the  court  of  Lifbon  •,  the  ties 

^  *■  *  >  9m. 

of  blood  that  united  the  two  kings  were 

C  ftrong 


ftrong,  an  uninterrupted  trade  cxiitcd  be¬ 
tween  their  fubjedts,  the  bonds  arifing  from 
gratitude  *  and  treaty,  were  recent,  and 
could  not  be  loofed  without  pain  j  in  a  word 
there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  war 
between  them,  until  the  threatnings  of 
doubled  their  preparations,  for  the  defence  of 
themfelves,  and  of  their  frontiers ;  nor  was 

it  known  in  L - n  that  any  attack,  was 

really  intended  upon  Portugal,  until  the 
17th  of  April  1762,  when  the  publick  pa¬ 
pers,  abounded  with  the  march  of  Spanifh 
troops,  to  Zamora,  Civdad/  Rodrigo,  and 
Salamanca  ;  which  laft,  is  the  moft  famous 
feminary  of  learning,  next  to  Rome,  in  the 
whole  Roman  Catholic  countries,  there  bei no* 
in  it  no  Ids  than  10,000  Students  of  Di¬ 
vinity,  which  gave  rife  to  the  proverb,  Gal-- 
lica  Ariftotelem  dal  Salamanca  Deum.  Will 
any  perfon,  my  Lord,  take  upon  him  to  fay,' 
that  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  were  every¬ 
where  open,  or  that  the  forts  were  fo  weak¬ 
ly  garrifoned,  as  to  give  no  manner  of  check 

to 

«  *  »  1 

*  Alluding  to  the  generous  fuccour,  fen?  by  the  court  of 
Spain,  to  the  Portuguefe,  after  the  terrible  Earthquake, 
the  ift  of  November  1755. 
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i  -  •  f-  i  - 

to  the  armies  of  Spain,  and  that  thefe  were  to 
march  without  the  leaft  oppofition,  to  rendez¬ 
vous  upon  the  banks  of  the  .  Tagus,  and 

* 

form  before  rite  palace  Belem,  without  any 
obftruftion,  and  there  to  aft  with  impunity  ? 
No  man  need  be  fo  ridiculous,  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal  are  better  fecured  than  thofe  of 
Spam  j  the  towns  are  naturally  ftronger,  more 
numerous,  and  better  fortified,  and  tho’  the 
territory  of  Portugal  be  little  more  than  a  fixth 
part  of  Spain  ;  yet  there  are  twenty  acres  of 
wafte  ground  in  the  latter,  for  one,  that  is  in 

>  *  f  ** 

the  former :  the  climate  is  generally  more 
wholeforne,  for  the  breezes  that  come  from 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  fan  it  greatly,  and  thefe, 
with  fome  lefier  concomitant  caufes,  tend  fo 
much  to  purify  the  air,  and  abate  the  intenfe- 
nefs  of  the  heat,  that  the  warmth  at  Lilbon, 
is  reckoned  ten  times  lefs  than  at  Madrid,  tho’ 
the  former  be  almoft  two  degrees  South  of 
the  latter.  The  inhabitants  of  Portugal  are 
generally  reckoned  to  be  to  thofe  of  Spain  in 
the  proportion  of  three  to  five  nearly;  for 
in  the  whole  country  of  Iberia,  there  are  a- 

bout  feven  millions  of  inhabitants,  two  mil- 

'/  ,  *  .  * 

*•  4  ■  .  j  1* 

lions 
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lions  feyen  hundred  thcufand  of  which  are 
Portuguefe. 

The  inhabitants  of  Portugal,  my  Lord,  are 

y  «  »  .  ..** 

far  from  being  pufilanimous,  as  fame  may 
think  fit  to  reprefent  them,  their  hiflory  is 
replete  with  as  great  revolutions  and  grand  e- 
vents  as  that  of  Spain ;  the  names  of  their 
Kings  are  brilliant  in  the  annals  of  the  age 
wherein  they  lived  i  their  Sebaflians,  Ema¬ 
nuels,  and  their  Alphonfos,  fhine  with  parti¬ 
cular  luftre,  the  efforts  of  the  nation  for 
Liberty,  have  been  truly  generous,  their 
ftruggles  for  the  independency  every  way  no¬ 
ble,  and  in  fpight  of  the  gloominefs  of  their 
religion,  they  have  breath’d  fentiments  ot 
true  heroifm  :  their  encountering  the  whole 
forces  of  Africa,  with  fuccefs,  their  frequent 
defeat  of  the  Spanifh  armies,  when  wanting 
to  enflave  them,  their  three  victories  over 
thefe  people  contrary  to  the  will  of  their 
Prince,  *  and  their  perfeverance  in  the  fame 
fentiments  hitherto,  leave  little  room  to  doubt 

of  their  power,  or  of  their  ability,  their  en- 

dea- 

,  *  ••  .  .  ■  :  '  ■ 

►  »  r  * 

*  The  Duke  of  Braganca,  Anno  1641,  who  was  but  a 
weak  man. 


deavours  for  extending  trade,  and  improving 

in  commerce  and  manufa&ory,  have  been 

.  . ,  -  »  •*  *  ** 

crowned  with  3,  fuccefs  proportionable  to 
their  induftry,  and  to  the  ftreauoufnefs  of 
their  efforts  j  the  difcovery  of  a  new  way  to 
the  Eaft-Indies  by  the  ocean,  was  a  talk  referv- 
ed  for  the  Portuguefej  this  was  effected  by  Ve- 
lafo  de  Zama  in  the  year  1497,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  Emanuel  II.  King  of  Portugal,  and 

will  continue  as  a  ftandard  monument  of 

* 

•  *  .. 

the  enterprifing  genius  of  that  illuftrious 

•  •  1;  ■  •  •  •  -  ~ . 

monarch.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  hi» 

-  v  •> .  -  .  r 

therto  denominated  the  Cape  of  the  Storms, 
had  not  been  doubled  before ;  *  their  fettle- 
meats  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  with  their 
acquifition  of  Madeira  and  other  Iflands  a- 
mong  the  Canaries,  muft  be  an  argument  of 
their  addrefs  and  power,  while  the  retaining 

their  territory,  and  preferring  their  inde- 
*  -  pend 

1  '•*  -  ••  ^  •*  '  *  i  «.  /  v  r 

*  See  the  beautiful  Poem  of  Camouem  a  Portuguefe 
gentleman  who  followed  Zama>  and  in  his  defcription,  in¬ 
troduces  a  fpe&re  appearing  to  that  officer,  when  in  fight 
of  the  Cape,  as  walking  in  the  depth  of  the  Sea,  his  head 
reaching  the  clouds,  the  winds,  the  florms,  the  thunder 
and  lightning  hanging  about  him,  his  arms  extended 
over  the  waves :  this  fais  he,  was  the  Guardian  of  that 
foreign  ocean,  unploughed  by  any  ffiip  before,  who  now 
complains  of  his  being  obliged  to  (u  bin  it  to  the  audaci¬ 
ous  undertaking  of  the  Portuguefe* 
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pcndanee  cannot  fail  to  give  fuitable  im- 

preffions  of  their  ftrength,  their  wifdom 
and  fagacity, 

*  t  ».  *’•  r 

Can  any  Man,  my  Lord,  think  that  the 
Kingdom  of  Portugal,  by  far  the  richeft  in 
ready  money  of  any  in  Europe,  would  all  at 
once  tamely  fubmit  to  the  Spaniards,  a  peo¬ 
ple,  to  whofe  fway  they  have  a  natural  Aver- 
fen  and  Antipathy  !  would  they  be  willing 
to  iciinquifh  their  all  to  their  natural  rivals  in 
.trade  and  in  commerce,  would  they  eafily,  and 
without  ftriking  a  ftroke,  deliver  up  the  moft 
immenfe  treafures,  and  moft  valuable  jewels, 
v/ith  which  the  Court  of  Portugal  fhines  r 
for  it  is  well  known  that  not  many  years  have 
pafied  fince  a  gem  of  the  value  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  nine  millions  five  hundred  and 
fifty  fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty  three 
pounds  was  brought  into  Portugal  from  the 
Brazils.  The  forces  of  Portugal  confift  of 
40,000  effetftive  men,  among  whom,  the 
moft  adtive  cavalry,  and  their  foot  foldiers  are 
capable  of  enduring  more  fatigue  then  the 
Spaniards  :  befides  all  this,  they  have  a  mili¬ 
tia  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  all  well 

'  '  -  -  -  trained 
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trained  and  regular,  and  from  thefe  their  regi¬ 
ments  may  be  recruited  at  pleafure  ;  nay, 
every  peafant,  efpecially  toward  the  frontiers, 
is  allowed  all  the  acoutrcments  fit  for  a  foldier, 

and  is  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms:  Would 

*  *  ».  * 

fuch  a  people,  my  lord,  with  all  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  fubmit  to  the  firft  invader,  and  fur- 
render  their  keys  into  the  hand  of  their  natu- 
ral  enemies  :  Would  the  forts  of  Badufoz 
and  Elvas  on  the  fouth,  or  of  Braganca  and 

I 

Meranda  on  the  north,  or  of  Guarda  in  the 

center,  between  thefe,  make  no  refinance  ? 

%  ... 

fuch  a  conduit  would  be  equally  ablurd  and 
prepofterous,  as  if  a  Spaniih  army  was  to 
march  into  the  heart  of  Portugal,  leaving 
thefe  garrifons  behind  them.  The  Spanii]i  ge¬ 
nerals  were  too  wife  to  commit  fuch  roiftakes, 
and  the  Portuguefe  government  has  been  too 
provident  to  negledt  their  barrier,  fo  that  our; 
fenmng  forces  to  Portugal,  was  certainly  zn 
hafty  ftep,  and  perhaps  may  have  routed  the 
Spaniards  to  a  rupture  with  their  neighbouring 
Kingdom,  with  a  view  to  involve  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  another  deftrudlive  land  war. 


\ 


Who- 
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•  ....  ,  ,  „  ,  • 

Whoever  pleafes  to  confider  the  hiftory  of 

our  war  with  Spain  under  the  Earl  of  Peter¬ 
borough,  and  in  conjun&ion  with  the  forces 
of  Portugal,  will  foon  fee  that  the  land  war ' 
there,  was  no  lefs  expenfive  than  that  in  Flan¬ 
ders  under  the  Duke  of  Marlbro’;  the  nature 
of  the  climate  obliged  the  troops  twice  to  go 
into  quarters :  the  exceffive  heats  in  Summer, 
which  begin  about  the  tenth  of  May,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  increafe  till  the  firft  of  Auguft,  were 
as  deftruftive  to  the  Engliih  conftitution,  as 
the  intenfe  cold  in  the  north  of  Germany,  and 
the  Spaniards  always  endeavour  to  decoy  the 
troops  of  the  Allies  into  the  heart  of  the 
country,  as  being  more  hurtful  for  them,  fo 
that  any  war  with  Portugal  may  foon  be  ex- 
penfive  to  the  Britifh  nation,  and  as  fatal  to 
the  Engliih,  as  that  unneceffary  German  quar¬ 
rel,  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  for  thefe 
two  years  and  a  half  in  Weflphalia  and 
Hanover.  , 

* 

Nor  do  the  annals  of  Queen  Anne,  pafs 
over  the  bravery  and  conduct  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe!  With  what  grand  and  noble  Ideas 
do  the  a&ions  of  thefe  people  fill  the  minds 

-Q  Of 
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of  fuch  as  perufe  them  ?  how  hard  to  fay, 
which  of  their  illuftrious  enterprizes,  fhine 
with  the  brighteft  luftre ;  glorious  indeed 
were  the  effedts  of  their  military  virtue,  whe¬ 
ther  we  confider  the  fagacity  of  the  leader* 
or  alertnefs  of  the  foldier*,  here  are  to  be 
found  the  leading  of  armies,  fieges  of  places* 
taking  of  towns,  eroding  of  rivers,  palling 
defiles  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  vigorous  at¬ 
tacks,  honourable  retreats,  advantageous  en- 
campments,  fights  fuftained,  battles  gained, 
armies  .vanquished  by  ftrength  of  genius  and 
fagacity  broke  by  addrefs  and  dexterity,  wea¬ 
ned  out  and  confumed  by  the  fuperiority  of 
*•  *-  •. .  ,  *  * 

an  unrepining  patience,  and  conduct  that  wa? 

•  '•aw  ^  ’ 

uniform,  /,  ,  /  .. 

*  *  ■  *  —  -  *  -  .  .. 

If  we,  my  Lord,  take  a  view  of  the  debates 
in  parliament  at  any  time  upon  the  ftare  of 
our  affairs,  at  that  period,  we  fhall  find  that 
neither  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  Lord  Ty- 
rawley  nor  the  Earl  of  Galway,  charged  the 
Portuguefe  with  aught  inconfiftent  with  their 
own  intereft,  or  with  their  fidelity  as  allies  to  us*, 
no,-  for  when  the  Hate  of  our  lofes  in  Spain, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Almanza-,  April  25th 
3707,  was  laid  before  the  houfe,  it  "was  found 

D  that 
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that  thefe  mifcarriages  were  only  owing  to  our 
Miniftry,  it  was  voted  that  timely  recruits 

e 

for  Spain,  had  been  wanting,  and  a  fcheine 
was  bronght  about  for  Kireing  7000  Pala¬ 
tines,  3000  Germans,  and  1200  Italians,  ail 
which  were  embarked  for  Barcelona  to  fight 
the  caufe  of  the  father  of  the  ever  gratful 
Hungarian  Queen. 

No  perfon,  my  Lord,  can  confiderthe  Portu- 
guefe  foldiers,  at  that  period,  either  in  the  field 
of  battle,  in  the  defending  of  towns,  or  taking 
of  citadels,  without  entertaining  a  good  opinion 
of  them.  Did  they  not  take  Alcantara  by  ftorm, 
and  Albaquerque  by  capitulation ;  did  not  the 
Conde  de  Galvea  thunder  along  the  weftern 
borders  of  Spain,  and  carry  confirmation  into 
the  bowels  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  ?  the 
kino-doms  of  Leon,  of  old,  and  new  Caftilc, 
the  Spanifh  Eftremadiera,  and  Andalufia,  were 
equally  terrified  •,  and  many  towns  fent  out 
their  magiftrates  with  the  keys  of  their  gates 
to  be  laid  before  him. 

But,  my  Lord,  this  faint  elogium  of  the  bra¬ 
very  and  condudl  of  the  Portuguefe,  is  with  no 
view  to  reconcile  my  countrymen  to  join  with 

thefe 


iSR; 


I 


.  [  23-  ] 

thefe  in  a  war  upon  the  continent  ;  my  view 
is  to  convince  your  Lordfhip  they  are  in  fome 
meafure  capable  of  defending  themfelves ;  if 
indeed  Great  Britain  was  to  join  her  forces 
with  thofe  of  any  other  potentate,  I  fhould 
as  foon  give  my  approbation  for  uniting  with 

e  as  with  the  Germans  ; 
but  the.  tiuth  of  the  matter  is,  I  am  ao*ainft 

o 

every  land  war  upon  the  Continent,  and  think 
that  the  fending  troops  to  Portugal,  before 
ever  a  ftroke  was  ftruck  by  Spain,  was  inex¬ 
pedient,  halty  and  incompetent. 

Wars  in  general,  my  lord,  ought  to  be- 
avoided  ;  the  blefiings  of  peace  are  preferable 
to  any  war,  be  it  ever  fo  fuccefsful :  Every 
Civilized  nation  wJl  join  in  tins  opinion,  but 
particularly  fuch  as  depend  upon  trade  and 
commerce :  The  Ruffians,  notwithftanding  the 
progrefs  of  their  arms,  are  become  fenfible 
of  it,  the  Swedes  were  fo  from  the  beginnin°- 
of  the  war  ;  and  to  this  conviftion  may  the 
Oownefs  of  tneir  motions  in  every  campaign 
be  attributed,  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefen t 
war.  Every  Engliffiman  is  convinced  that  a 
war  upon  the  Continent  is  highly  detrimen¬ 
tal  i  for  by  it  the  kingdom  is  drained  of  a 


num- 
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number  of  hands,  agriculture  fuffers,  and 
manufactories  decay,  trade  languifh.es,  and 
an  univerfal  giief  almoft  prevails. 

I  have,  my  Lord,  ever  confidered  Great- 
Britain  as  a  formidable  animal,  naturally  fnu- 
ated  in  the  middle  of  the  ocean,  and  only 
capable  of  exerting  its  natural  ftrength  upon 
the  watry  element  $  and  as  a  fifh,  be  it  ever  fo 
ftrong,  would  lofe  its  ftrength  by  coming 
upon  land,  fo  will  Great-Britain  lofe  of  her 
power  when  engaged  in  a  land  war,  where 
nothing  is  to  be  gained ;  where  fuccefs  is 
doubtful,  where  lofs  of  men  and  money  are 

inevitable* 

The  pay  of  the  private  men  in  an  army  is 
but  fmall,  in  comparifon  of  fome  other  things, 
efpecially  when  under  the  direction  of  a  foreign 
commander  :  The  articles  for  artillery,  bag¬ 
gage,  horfes,  mules,  forage  and  provifion, 
waggons,  pontons,  and  all  the  requifites  both 
in  offenGve  and  defenfive  fortification,  with 
that  of  intelligence,  are  attended  with  an  ex¬ 
pence  that  is  frequently  exorbitant,  and  the 
creneraliffimo  is  at  liberty  to  charge  thefe  as 

he  pleafes.  Your  Lordfhip  muft  have  heard, 
*  Y  that 
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that  a  certain  commander,  who,  to  the  dif- 
g  race  of  an  illuftrious  people,  had  the  direction 
of  their  army,  as  if  they  had  no  general  of 
their  own,  charged  no  lels  than  80,000  1.  for 
a  draw-bridge  over  a  river  fcarce  5 00  yards 
broad  !  A.  ftrudlute  which  architects  Ihilled.  in 

*>  *<*  '  i  S’ 

the  mechanifm  of  bridges,  valued  at  ^5,0001. 
your  Lordihip  will  readily  allow  the  overplus 
to  be  a  pretty  perquiiite  for  a  foreign  general. 

The  Minifter  whofe  exuberance  of  fpeech, 
and  heated  imagination  procured  him  an  af- 
cendance  in  the  Senate,  and  a  fpontaneous 
annuity  from  the  King,  could  not  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  peevilhnefs  ffiewn  to  the  national 
troops  of  Great  Britain,  by  forreign  officers, 
when  under  their  direction.  The  Britiffi  forces 
in  Weftphalia  have  bore  the  burthen  and 
weight  of  every  campaign  :  The  Germans 
have  had  the  preference  in  all  things,  the 
beft  Quarters,  the  leaft  fatigue,  and  the  feweft 
dangers ;  the  national  Britiffi  Troops  have 
been  more  expofed  in  the  Field,  and  in  the 
Camp,  than  either  the  Hanoverians,  Heffians, 
or  the  forces  of  Brunfwick  and  Zell  ;  the 
plains  of  Erfurth,  Crevelt,  Bergen,  Min- 

den  and  Hillinghaufen,  have  been  moiften’d 

•with 


N 
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:|ritifh  blood ,  the  Britift  troops  have 
even  been  quartered  without  the  lines  of  the 
erman  army,  and  between  thefe  and  the  ene- 
,nty;when  perveyours  have  brought  provi 
fion  into  the  Camp,  the  Sons  of  Britain  were 
not  allowed  to  buy  an  ounce  of  butchers  meat 
or  bread,  while  the  Germans  were  ferved ;  and 
frequently  have  they  been  obliged  to  lye  un¬ 
der  the  open  air  all  night  in  their  deaths,  and 
to  deep  in  the  mid  ft  of  an  heavy  rain  with 

.  ^  bnd!es  of  their  horfes  in  their  hands  : 
Vv  hat  numbers  have  by  this,  contrafted  colds 

and  died  of  them  :  Have  not  their  horfes 
ciropt  dead  at  their  feet  for  want  of  fufti- 
nance  ?  fo  that  the  advifer  of  the  late  Kino- 
to  entruft  the  Britiih  troops  with  a  foreigli 
general,  will  need  all  his  Eloquence,  to  a 
mealure  fo.abfurd  and  difhonourable  in  itfelf, 
and  fo  difadvantageous  to  his  native  Country. 
However  he  has  received  an  honourable  an- 
nnuity ;  he  has  been  hollowed  by  the  Lon¬ 
doners  more  than  the  King  himfelf,  tho’  at¬ 
tended  by  a  retinue  of  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
“°  lefs  than  eleven,  and  all  born  in  England, 
but  three;  a  greater  number  than  ever 
honour’d  a  Lord  Mayor’s  feaft  at  one  time, 

as  they  hollowed  him,  and  he  laughed 


at  them,  that  both  parties  were  pleafed,  it 

would  be  wrong;  to  diiturb  them. 

«  -  •»  ' 

But  why  fend  an  army  of  nath/e  Brithli 
fubjefts  into  Portugal,  at  a  time  when  Eng¬ 
land  is  obliged  to  mufter  up  every  idle  hand 
for  forning  a  numerous  militia,  when  Scot¬ 
land  is  ftript  of  her  young  Men,  as  the 
weight  of  the  war  has  fallen  upon  that 
Kingdom,  when  Ireland  is  torn  by  a  rebel¬ 
lious  infurredtion,  and  that  our  late  acqui- 
fitions  call  for  whatever  Individuals  can  be 
fpared  ?  There  are  many  poor  people  to  be 
lifted  upon  the  continent,  Germans,  Swifs, 
Palatines,  and  Italians  are  eafy  to  be  found, 
the  revenue  of  Portugal,  with  the  money 
brought  annually  from  their  Colonies, 
amounts  to  fix  millions  fterling,  and  where 
there  is  money  there  will  be  men  :  By  our 
fleet  we  may,  at  a  moderate  price,  tranfport 
the  mod  numerous  bodies  of  forces  to  Por¬ 
tugal,  we  may  protect  their  trade  to  the  Bra¬ 
zils,  to  Paraguay,  to  Madeira,  and  all  their 
fettlements.  Nor  is  this  all,  for  the  Moors 
may  foon  be  ftirred  up  to  attack  the  Spa- 
nifh  Forts  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and 
might  be  furnifhed  with  “Artillery,  and 'mili¬ 
tary 
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tary  ftores,  by  the  Britifh  merchants ;  in  which 
cafe  the  court  of  Spain  will  be  obliged  to  di¬ 
vide  hm  forces,  and  to  abandon  her  enterorizs 
againll  the  Portuguefe. 

I  know,  my  Lord,  tnat  to  dildrefs  Spain  by 
introducing  a  war  into  the  heart  of  her  mo¬ 
narchy,  will  be  urged  as  a  fufficient  ground 
for  fending  a  body  of  Land  forces  into  Por¬ 
tugal.  But  cannot  Germans,  Swifs  and  Ita¬ 
lians  do  the  fame  ?  Cannot  thefe  as  well  as 
natural  Britons,  encounter  heats,  want  of 
forage,  provifions,  and  other  neceflaries,  and 
at  laid  be  cooped  up  in  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
lentia,  where  the  French  troops  may  pour 
down  upon  them,  defeat  them  as  at  Almanza, 
and  oblige  the  flattered  remains  to  return 
thro’  a  country  totally  exhaufted,  in  order  to 
declare  their  own  misfortunes,  and  to  Ihow 
the  power  of  their  enemies  ? 

But,  my  Lord,  will  any  perfon  fay,  that 
the  neighbouring  Potentates,  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  or  even 
the  Courts  of  France  and  Rome  can  fit  idle 
ipeftators,  and  fee  the  Spaniards  fwallow  up 
the  Portuguefe.  Indeed  France,  now  def- 

perate 
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perate  by  her  Ioffes,  might  fit  quiet,  but  I 
doubt  if  the  others  would  :  The  Pope  would 
thunder  out  his  Anathemas,  and  the  King 
of  Sardinia  at  this  time  the  bell  General  of 
his  age,  would  make  a  powerful  diverfion  ; 
whereas,  if  we  plunge  headlong  into  a  land- 
war,  we  run  a  rifque  of  lofing  our  forces, 
Squandering  our  fubftance,  to  the  manifeft 
hurt  of  the  labourer  among  ourfelves,  and 
enter  upon  a  talk,  that  may  in  five  years 
coll  Britain  100.000  men,  for  our  regiments 
mull- be  recruited  frequently,  and  I  doubt  if 

recruits  will  in  five  years  after  this,  be  fo 
ready  as  now. 

-  In  the  event  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry, 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  fending  a  body  of 
Jand  forces,  I  mean  native  Britilh  fubjefts 
will  be  found  hurtful  to  Britain;  nay,  and 
to  Portugal,  whofe  guardian  we  are ;  for  it 


will  piefent  an  opportunity  to  our 
of  giving  us  a  ftunning  blow,  i 


nious 
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nions,  our  conquefcs  will  be  prefer  ved,  our 
honour  will  be  edabliffied,  and  Portugal  it- 
ielf  will  be  more  firmly  fecured  in  her  trade, 
her  independance,  and  every  thing  valuable 
to  her.  In  this  cafe  the  nations  around 
will  foon  fee  that  patriots  are  not  wanting 
in  the  Britifh  fenace  to  difpel  the  clouds  of 
error  that  have  increafed  our  national  debt, 
almofl  fifty  millions  more  than  when  the  royal 
annuitant  began  his  adminidration,  then  will 
it  be  feen  that  the  people  of  England,  are 
not  always  eafily  prevailed  on  to  enter  into 
fchemes  that  may  be  againd  their  own  real 
intered. 

It  will  readily  be  allowed  that  Great  Brri 

»  . 

tain  and  Portugal  ought  to  live  in  the  drifted 

0  - 

friendfhip  and  correfpondence,  peace  with 
England,  and  war  with  all  the  World,  is  the 
natural  maxim  of  a  fenfible*  Portuguefe ;  we 
take  from  them  vad  quantities  of  the  riched 
and  fined  Wines,  many  worthy  merchants 
have  made  edates  in  Madeira  and  the  other 
dominions  of  Portugal  :  which  is  the  chief 
foreign  market  for  our  woollen  and  linnem 
manufaftories,  our  Sheffield,  Chelfea  and 

Bir- 
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Birmingham  wares,  and  no  lefs  than  two  mil¬ 
lions  fterling  in  fpeicie  is  annually  received 
ffo in  thence,  for  watches,  clocks,  types 
and  other  printing  materials,  fnuff-boxes, 
tea-equipages,  knives,  buckles,  feiflars,  arms, 
military-ftores,  with  all  kind  of  cutlery  and 
toys  j  nor  do  I  think  it  unworthy  the  delibera¬ 
tion  of  a  Britiili  fenate,  for  doing  them  the  beft 
and  moft  important  fervices,  the  moft  folid  and 
fubftantial  good  •,  I  dare  fay  that  auguft  aflembly 
would  not  vote  it  to  confift  in  an  improper  ex¬ 
ertion  of  our  itrength,  by  fending  out  14,000 
Britons  to  an  unwholfome  climate  at  a  time 
when  their  prefence  would  be  more  neceffary 
elfewliere,  for  the  fervice  of  their  own  country 
and  for  the  more  durable  and  folid  advantage 
of  the  Portuguefe* 

1  am,  &c. 


